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CONTINUING TO BE THE CHANGE!  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 
 

We had another great week of 
instruction here at El Monte 
Middle School.  On Tuesday, 
teachers learned more about 
AVID note-taking strategies at 
our monthly extended 
professional learning.  Thank 
you Mrs. Giannandrea and Ms. 
Lopez for facilitating

 
the training and breakout 
sessions.  We look forward to 
seeing our Lobos utilize this 
skill set in all classes.   
 
On Friday, over 400 students 
were invited to our first Fun 
Friday event in the school 

gym.  During lunchtime, 
students enjoyed popcorn, 
slushies, music, and games as 
an incentive for their behavior 
and grades.  Thank you PBIS 
team for all of your help putting 
this plan into action.  A big 
thank you to all staff members 
who recognized students’ 
positive behavior using the 
SSICA app.  I believe our next 
Fun Friday will be even bigger! 
 
Next week, El Monte students 
will participate in the annual 
ELPAC assessment.  All ELD 
teachers have been working 
diligently to ensure that 
students have been given

 
exposure to the reading, 
writing, listening, and 
speaking standards that they 
will face.  I have heard from 
several of these teachers that 

they truly believe our students 
will shine this year on this test.  
I believe the same, and look 
forward to seeing our results. 
 
Thank you TEAM for another 
week of being the change! 
Have a relaxing three-day 
weekend!   
 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

2/11/20 - 
2/21/20 

ELPAC Testing 

2/12/20  El Monte Basketball vs. 
Fowler (Home) 

2/13/20 El Monte Parenting 
Partners 5:30-7:00pm 
Room 24 

2/14/20 LOBO Lunch  

Invite your parents! 

 

Principal’s Note 

 

Students participating in our first Fun Friday incentive event! 
Students enjoyed music, popcorn, slushies, and games.  Thank you 
teachers for providing positive reinforcements in your classroom! 

 

#weareLOBOS! -Marlena 
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California Science Test, CAST, 
data is in.  We’ve had to wait 9 
months to receive our first 
official CAST data and it’s 
here.  Unfortunately, our 
scores aren’t as high as we 
would like but, it’s a start and 
we have analyzed the data and 
our working our way toward 
better scores in the 
future.   The table below was 
created with our data. 

 
When I look at this table I see 
the 57% nearly met and I know 
that this is where we fell short 
and this is where our focus 
needs to be.  We are currently 
working to develop spiral 
review questions that will span 
curriculum from 6-8 and will be 
introduced in the grade level 
that the standard is 
taught.  These questions will 
then be reused in the grade(s) 
above.  This way students will 
see the question after they’ve 
been taught the standard and 
will revisit it in the following 
grade levels before the CAST 
test is given.  For example, 
Thermal Energy is a standard 
taught in 6th grade, any review 
questions or practice test 
questions regarding thermal 
energy will be spiraled into the 

warm up in 6th grade after the 
unit has been taught and then 
revisited in 7th grade and also 
8th grade.  We feel this will be 
an effective way to not only 
review standards taught but 
also test taking strategies that 
students may need to know in 
order to have greater success 
on the test. 
 
Our greatest weakness on the 
CAST test revolves around the 
Physical Science 
domain.  These abstract 
concepts are difficult for 
students to understand so we 
will be working to enhance our 

lessons to make these abstract 
ideas more concrete and 
easier for students to 
understand.  Our science team 
continues to get stronger and 
better at working together to 
help students navigate their 
way through the NGSS science 
standards which pushes 
students to think at a much 
higher level.  If anyone has any 
suggestions let me know, we 
welcome them all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY 

Our Advocates, Mrs. Rodriguez 
and Mr. Del Rio, had a GREAT 

turn out at our Parenting 
Partners Academy with a total 
of 38 parents attending our first 
session! 

 
Please remind your parents 
that Parenting Partners 
Academy is every Thursday in 
the Teacher Staff room #24 
from 5:30 to 7:00pm until 
March 2, 2020. 

Enjoy delicious food, child 
care, homework assistance, 
and raffles. 
 
Please remember to attend 
extended intervention hours 
afterschool from 2:50 to 3:15 
pm. 
 
Saturday School will be offered 
2/8/20 in the cafeteria from 
8:00 am to 12:00.  Please 
attend! 
Students MUST 95% 
attendance to be eligible!   
 
 
 

 
COLLEGE & CAREER 

Columbia University, is a 
private Ivy League research 
university in New York City. In 
2019, Columbia's undergraduate 

Coaches’ 
Collective 

-Mindy 

Counseling 
Center News 

-Marisol 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_university
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_university
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivy_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivy_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Research_university
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
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acceptance rate was 5.1%, 
making it one of the most 
selective colleges in the United 
States, and the second most 
selective in the Ivy League after 
Harvard. 

 
The most popular majors at 
Columbia University include: 
Social Sciences; Engineering; 
Computer and Information 
Sciences and Support Services; 
Biological and Biomedical 
Sciences; and Psychology. The 
average freshman retention rate, 
an indicator of student 
satisfaction, is 99 percent. 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

 
Statistics show that chronic 
absence in middle school is a red 
flag that a student will drop out of 
high school. By high school, 
attendance is a better dropout 
indicator than test 
scores.  Reminder, after school 
tutorials are offered every day and 
for every 30 minutes you attend 
after school, one tardy is cleared 
from your attendance.  
 
 
 
 

POSITIVE SCHOOL CLIMATE 
This week was National School 
Counseling Week.  In addition to 

this being a time of recognition, 
this week also has served as a 
week of reflection.  As advocates 
of change, we seek to close 
achievement gaps by ensuring all 
students are being provided with 
opportunities for academic, 
career, and social-emotional 
achievement.  We strive to create 
a growth mindset with all our 
scholars through schoolwide 
initiative and 1:1 academic 
counseling. I’m fortunate to work 
in partnership with teachers, 
receive full support from our 
administrative team, and work 
alongside our school psychologist, 
educational social worker, and 
with our awesome parent-student 
advocates.  

All 
of which support the initiatives of 
the counseling center to ensure 
our scholars are being equipped 
with the skills, knowledge, and 
behavior for higher education.  A 
special shout-out to our 
administrators for our luncheon.   
There is truly no “I” in TEAM 
#oneteam #onevision 
#countlesswins 
 
 
 
 
The Rise Above Project 
(RAP)  is a comprehensive middle 
school drug prevention program 
designed to educate youth about 
the dangers of substance use and 
abuse. Here at El Monte Middle 
School, RAP is in its 4th year and 
continues to be the single largest 
collaborative prevention activity 
that is conducted in our area. 
While our community did not 
“invent” the concept of this 

program, we certainly made it our 
own as it is also known as the 
"Drug Store Project" in South 
Lake Tahoe. Thanks to the 
California National Guard 
Counterdrug Task Force and 
Tulare County HHSA, I was 
honored to have been the only 
Tulare County representative 
chosen to attend the training in 
South Lake Tahoe and make our 
own for Tulare County. Early on, a 
team of like-minded persons in 
our community collaborated with 
the idea that each of us could 
bring our talents and know-how 
together for the common good: 
providing our youth with an 
impressive opportunity to learn 
that they themselves will be the 
individuals making the final 
decisions when it comes to drug 
experimentation and use. Over 
the years we have altered some 
of the message delivery to our 
youth as it became apparent that 
many of these kids return home to 
parents and other loved ones who 
are using. We want our youth to 
know the dangers of ALL drugs 
and the negative impact it can 
have on their minds, bodies, 
home life. We look forward to 
another successful event! 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the involvement of various 
organizations which include local 
and state law enforcement, Fire, 
Mental Health, and our very own 
Cutler-Orosi students.  We look 
forward to another successful 
event! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Lupita 

#weareLOBOS! 

-Jesse 

-Erica 

-Mari 

-Mari V. 


